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This report gives overall 
performance of Kenya’s tourism 
sector in 2018 highlighting mainly: 
•  International tourist arrivals, 
•  Domestic tourism performance 
•  Tourism receipts. 
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International Visitor Arrivals 
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Tourism Receipts 
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Domestic Tourism 
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Top 30 Source Markets 
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Source Market by Regional Ranking 
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Arrival Statistics by Point of Entry 
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Totals Per Point of Entry  
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Purpose of Visit 
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Overview of Performance - 2011 to 2018  
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Kenya’s tourism performance for the year 
2018 has seen a substantial improvement 
compared to 2017 in both tourism arrivals, 
domestic tourism performance and earnings. 
This can be attributed to the following 
factors: 

Drivers for Tourism Growth in 2018 
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Political Stability 



Drivers for Tourism Growth in 2018:| 2 of 8 

Improved security situation 
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•  Government investment in security. 

•  Improvement of security situation in 
Somalia reducing threat on Kenya 
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Growth in the aviation sector 
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•  Improvement of services at JKIA.  

•  Direct flights Nairobi - New York 

•  Air France made a comeback flying 3 times per 
week 

•  Tui Fly charter airline started flying from 
Netherlands & Belgium to MIAM 

•  Qatar Airways Doha - Mombasa 

Ministry of Tourism 
& Wildlife w w w . t o u r i s m . g o . k e  



Drivers for Tourism Growth in 2018:| 4 of 8 

Investor confidence 
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•  Kenya improved from No. 92 to No.80 
in ease of doing business. – World Bank 

 
•  Kenya has a total of 68 global hotel 

brands. - Knight Frank 2018  
 
•  Nairobi ranked 3rd on the continent 

after Lagos and Abuja in the hotel 
pipeline report. 
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Withdrawal of Travel Advisories 
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•  USA lifted their blanket travel 
 
 
•  UK similarly has only highlighted some 

locations that its citizens should not visit.  
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Visits by Foreign Dignitaries  
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•  There were several prominent visitors in 2018 
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Open border policy 
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•  The open border policy for Africans - visa on arrival 
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Revitalised marketing efforts  

Live the Magic Campaign  
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•  Branding partnership with Kenya 
•  Partnership with Kenya Railways (KR) 
•  Branding of Equator crossing points  
•  Digital marketing 
•  Global Campaigns 
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Hosting of International Conferences 
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• 1st ordinary session of the African Union Ministerial 
Sub-Committee on Tourism 

• 79th International World SKAL Congress 

• Sustainable Blue Economy Conference 
 
• Africa Hotel Investment Forum (AHIF) 
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Some notable trends will shape 
destination Kenya’s performance in 
2019 and the sector needs take note. 
These include: 

Trends that Will Drive Tourism in Kenya in 2019 

Ministry of Tourism 
& Wildlife w w w . t o u r i s m . g o . k e  



Trends that will drive Tourism in Kenya in 2019:| 1 of 4 

•  According to a report by Airbnb, 
since it’s founding 3.5 million 
guests have arrived at listings 
across Africa.  

•  In Kenya guest arrivals have 
grown by 68%.  

Growth in Shared Economy  
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•  The Single Africa Air Transport Market  (SAATM) 

•  2018 arrival figures already show marked 
growth in arrivals from other African countries. 

Africa Open Skies 
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Budget (2017/2018) Vs 2018 Receipts 



SHUKRAN 
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